
 

 

UTILITY & INFRASTRUCTURE BOARD 
January 28, 2020 - 4:00 P.M. 

Fremont Municipal Building, 2nd Floor Conference Room, 
 400 East Military, Fremont Nebraska 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

REGULAR MEETING: 

1. Meeting called to order 

2. Roll call 

CONSENT AGENDA: All items in the consent agenda are considered to be routine by the Utility and 
Infrastructure Board and will be enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of 
these items unless a Board Member or a citizen so requests, in which event the item will be removed 
from the consent agenda and considered separately.  

3. Approve minutes of January 14, 2020. 

4. Consider Accounts Payable through January 28, 2020. 

REGULAR AGENDA: 

5. Consider Proposal for Energy Services Company.  

6. Consider Bid for Bell Street Asphalt Overlay Project.  

7. Consider Ordinance to Vacate Park Street Right of Way between Cathy Street and Judy Avenue.  

8. Consider Changes to Master Fee Schedule.  

9. Consider Bid for Engineering Design Services for Substation H. 

10. Consider Reimbursement and Indemnification Agreement with WholeStone Farms for 
Engineering Design Services for Substation H. 

11. Consider Proposal for Broadband Internet Access Upgrade and Additional Static IP Addresses. 

12. City Administrator Update (no board action is requested). 
a. Peak/energy use update  

13. Adjournment 
 

The agenda was posted at the Municipal Building on January 24, 2020. The agenda and enclosures are distributed to the 
Board and posted on the City of Fremont’s website. The official current copy of the agenda is available at Municipal Building, 
400 East Military, office of the City Administrator. A copy of the Open Meeting Law is posted in the 2nd floor conference 
room for review by the public. The Utility & Infrastructure Board reserves the right to adjust the order of items on this agenda.  
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ORDINANCE NO.    

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FREMONT, NEBRASKA, VACATING PARK STREET 
RIGHT OF WAY FROM THE SOUTH RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF CATHY STREET TO THE 
NORTH RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF JUDY AVENUE., IN THE CITY OF FREMONT, DODGE 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA; PROVIDING FOR THE RESERVATION OF RIGHTS ASSOCIATED 
WITH PUBLIC UTILITIES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND, PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.  

 
WHEREAS, the Park Street right of way from the South right of way of Cathy Street to the North 
right of way line of Judy Avenue has been deemed to be of no further transportation need. 
 
WHEREAS, said road, lies within the corporate limits of the City of Fremont, Nebraska;  
 
WHEREAS, this section of right of way is no longer necessary for transportation purposes, and 
the realignment of the roadway complies with the city’s Long-Range Transportation Plan 2035; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, City Council finds that in accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 16-611, title to such 
property shall henceforth be vested in the owners of the abutting property and become a part of 
such property, one-half on each side thereof, except as reserved for access and maintenance of 
public utilities;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FREMONT, NEBRASKA, AS FOLLOWS:  
 

SECTION I: VACATION. That the City of Fremont does hereby vacate the Park Street 
right of way from the South right of way line of Cathy Street to the North right of way line 
of Judy Avenue. 

SECTION 2. RESERVATIONS. In accordance with Neb. Rev. Stat. § 16-611, the city 
reserves the right to maintain, operate, repair, and renew public utilities existing at the 
time title to the property is vacated there; and, further reserves any public utilities, and 
the right to maintain, repair, renew, and operate water mains, gas mains, pole lines, 
conduits, electrical transmission lines, sound and signal transmission lines, and other 
similar services and equipment and appurtenances, including lateral connections or 
branch lines, above, on, or below the surface of the ground at the time title to the 
property is vacated for the purposes of serving the general public or the abutting 
properties and to enter upon the premises to accomplish such purposes at any and all 
reasonable times.  
 
SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
portion of this Ordinance, or application hereof, is for any reason held invalid or 
unconstitutional by any Court, such portion or application shall be deemed a separate, 
distinct, and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions or application hereof.  



SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from 
and after its passage, approval, and publication as required by law.  

 
PASSED AND APPROVED THIS THE 28th DAY OF January, 2020.  
 
 
 

Scott Getzschman, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 

Tyler Ficken, City Clerk 



 
STAFF REPORT  

 
 

TO:  Utility and Infrastructure Board  
 
FROM: Troy Schaben, Assistant City Administrator - Utilities  
 
DATE:  January 28, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Changes to Master Fee Schedule  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Background:  Staff periodically reviews fees to help accurately reflect the cost of 
providing city services. The electric and gas departments are proposing revising 
the following fees: 
 

1. Remove “Developer Additional Fee for Single Family Duplex, Triplex, 
Quadplex, etc. (per unit): $250.00” and replace with “New Residential 
Underground Electric Service Connection Fee (per service): $250.00. 
 

2. “Joint Trench Communication Conduit (Installed by City) per ft: $1.25” raise 
fee to $2.50 
 

3. “Communication Service Drops Installed in Utility Trench: $10.00 plus 
$.20/ft.” raise fee to flat $50.00 fee. 
 

4. Add new “Residential Gas Service Fee (per unit) (<75’)” and establish fee 
of $250.00 

 
 
Fiscal Impact: Typical year of +/-30 new homes would result in an increase of 
approximately $20,000 in fees collected. Anticipating 200+ new residences per 
year over the next few years, additional fees collected could be $120,000 to 
$150,000. 
 
 

Recommendation: Modify Master Fee Schedule to more accurately reflect actual 
costs of providing city services. 
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Master Fee Schedule Updates  

January 28, 2020 

 

The Electrical Engineering Department and Gas Department have established that the Master Fee Schedule 
for the City of Fremont needs to be updated to more accurately recoup the costs incurred from several 
activities.  Below are the requested changes and their corresponding explanations: 

 

1. Developer Additional Fee for Single Family Duplex, Triplex, Quadplex, etc. (per unit): $250.00 

Staff requests that this fee be removed from the schedule and replaced with “New Residential 
Underground Electric Service Connection Fee (per service): $250.00” 

Explanation:   

Current fees collected from residential developers only cover the primary electrical infrastructure in a 
new development, not the individual service drops.  On average, it costs the city approximately $950.00 
to install a typical underground electrical service drop to a new home.  As a common practice, utilities 
typically try to recoup the cost difference of serving a unit underground versus overhead in this 
application.  Historically, underground electrical infrastructure costs approximately twice as much as 
overhead.  In that regard, it would be pertinent for the City to attempt to collect at least one-half of its 
underground installation costs, or, $475.00.  Staff recommends that this new fee be introduced 
gradually over several years, starting at $250.00 in 2020.  Staff feels that it is more appropriate to apply 
this fee to the end-user, the builder/homeowner, than to the developer.   

 

2. Joint Trench Communication Conduit (Installed by City) per ft: $1.25 

Staff requests that this fee be increased to $2.50 per ft. 

Explanation: 

Current estimates show that it costs the City approximately $7.75 per foot to trench in a new 
underground residential development.  On average, there are typically three entities occupying the 
trench (including the City).  Staff believes it is logical to recoup one-third of the trench cost from each 
occupying entity, or approximately $2.50. 

 

3. Communication Service Drops Installed in Utility Trench: $10.00 plus $.20/ft. 

Staff requests that this explanation and fee be changed to “Communication Service Drops Installed in 
Utility Trench (per service): $50.00 

Explanation:  This current fee is not sufficiently covering the cost associated with this activity.  
Estimates indicate that labor required from engineering, warehouse, and distribution personnel costs 
the City approximately $52.00 per communication drop install.  Staff requests that this fee be changed 
to $50.00 per service.  
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4. New Residential Gas Service Connection Fee (per unit) (<75’): $250.00 

Staff requests that this fee be created to capture the costs of installing new gas service and to offset 
costs associated with purchasing additional gas capacity.   

Explanation: As the city adds new gas users, the amount of natural gas consumed rises, and the city 
will be required to purchase additional gas capacity to account for these new users. This new fee will 
help recover initial installation costs and also help offset future capacity charges 

 

Master Fee Schedule Update – Associated Estimates 

January 28, 2020 

 

1. Estimate: Underground Electrical Service Connection Fee (per service) 

Labor:  $ 497.00 
Materials: $ 102.00 
Equipment: $ 359.00 
Total:  $ 958.00 
 

 Description: Assumes an average 80’ 1/0 Al Triplex electrical service drop in trench. 

 

2. Estimate: Joint Trench Communication Conduit (100 Feet) 

Labor:  $ 246.00 
Equipment: $ 530.00 
Total:  $ 776.00 ($7.76 per Foot) (1/3 is $2.58) 
 

Description: Based on typical equipment and labor required to trench 100 feet in new underground 
development. 
 
 

3. Estimate: Communication Service Drops Installed in Utility Trench (Per Service) 
 

 Labor:  $ 52.00 
 Total:  $ 52.00 
            

 Description: Includes labor required from engineering, warehouse, and distribution personnel to install  
 communication service drop in electrical utility trench. 
 

 
4. Estimate: Gas Service Connection Fee (per service) 

Labor:  $ 300.00 
Materials: $ 300.00 
Equipment: $ 200.00 
Total:  $ 800.00 
 

 Description: Maximum 75’ gas service installation per unit. 
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